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so many military critics wrong about the French Army? Why
were so many friends of France wrong about the stamina of
her people? The day-by-day record will have told much to
anyone familiar with internal French political and social con-
ditions. Many factors, of course, combined to bring about
the country's downfall. I shall venture to set down a few.
The order in which they are mentioned does not indicate their
relative importance. Different observers will give them differ-
ent weight.
(i)  There was a lack of coordination between French for-
eign policy and French military policy.
French foreign policy after 1918 aimed generally at main-
taining a certain position for France in Europe and in the
world by nurturing the alliance with Great Britain and by
securing her collaboration in the task of supporting the smaller
European states threatened by the common enemy, Germany.
France's need for allies, already plain in the first years after
the World War, was accentuated by the failure to achieve
a reconciliation with Germany; the failure of plans for a dis-
armament treaty; the rearmament of Germany, first stealthy,
then open; and the steady weakening of the League machinery
for collective security. In 1938 French foreign policy in the
hands of M. Bonnet abandoned Czecho-Slovakia. But French
pledges to Belgium and Poland were still maintained; and
after the failure of appeasement had become dear in the
spring of 1939 France joined Britain in offering new pledges
to Rumania and Greece,
French military and foreign policy, however, did not always